live on in the children of these fighters. Throughout four 'long years, every man who sends a greeting to his son or his«father on the enemies' side will be gaoled as a traitor. But the Emperors and Kings by the grace of God assure one another, through their functionaries, how deeply they regret the incident, and meanwhile wish one another Godspeed.
In days of old kings rode before their troops of mercenaries, and decided the struggle in knightly duel. To-day they force their peaceable subjects first into hatred, then into the trenches, but call it "chivalrous" not to bombard one another's headquarters, thus sparing among millions only their equals; thus putting themselves in a position to hope for early restoration of the normal relations which they have wantonly destroyed.
Two weeks later, when Brussels was already under German administration, poor Austria had no alternative left but, here also, to take the final step. At last she declared war upon Belgium.
During the last interviews, tears were shed, according to the official reports, on five occasions. King Carol of Roumania wept in the presence of Count Czernm, the honest tears of a noble and righteous ruler taken by surprise. Pashitch wept comprehensible tears of joy in Nish in the presence of the Russian Charge* d'Affaires* Goschen wept before Bethmann when taking leave. Sazonov and Pourtales reproached one another with tears. As all these tears appear only in the enemy's reports^ one must conclude that diplomats consider it unfitting to weep for the misfortunes of nations for which they are responsible; it is better form to let the common people weep. Only it is written otherwise in the Book of History.
*   . .   •       *
Wavering hands have cast a stone from the heights on which kings and ministers stand; already it is xomng* soon it pursues its downward path with mad vetootp—-m avalanche. During these first days all the Govenim«»ts
•                                        217 another from to-day onward, and tile majority actually believed that they did so; throughout whole decades this hatred, concocted by criminals, will,,orities of similar
